
Permaculture Design Course Outline - Delvin Solkinson
The course runs over 14 months, meeting for a full day every month. We meet at different locations each time, from rainforests to permaculture farms to urban agriculture community gardens in Vancouver.

The students will completely read the following books.

Permaculture : A Designers Manual : Bill Mollison

Gaia’s Garden : Toby Hemenway

Written work also includes an illustrated journal of the process and questions for each chapter of reading. A year long mapping process and integrated final design project are also part of the course requirements. In order to explore the readings and content of the PDC we will play games, have discussions, make designs, observe permaculture in action and do hands on activities along with other forms of integrative work.

What follows is a summary of some of the main topics discussed. We will be discussing the readings in detail through a variety of interative and participatory exercises. 
MODULE ONE : INTRODUCTION TO THE COURSE

education as initiation

Opening 

Team Building

Curriculum and Course Logistics

PERMACULTURE MODULE TWO : INTRODUCTION TO PERMACULTURE

towards a Gaian ethos

ecological imperative - intimate relationship between people and environment

ecotone - transitional area between ecosystems

ecological footprint

What is Permaculture? 

Permaculture Ethos

Permaculture Principles

PERMACULTURE MODULE THREE

DESIGN METHODOLOGY

permaculture mapping 

Relative placement : products – needs – beneficial relationships

Diversity, Complexity and Stability

Design Methodology and Process

Site Analysis

Appropriate Technologies

Contours

Keypoint : point in a primary valley where a steep slope changes to a more gentle slope

Keyline : contour line leading out from a keypoint

Zone and Sector Mapping

PERMACULTURE MODULE FOUR : PATTERN LANGUAGE AND PLANT COMMUNITIES

towards a whole system understanding

Pattern Consciousness

Patterns in Nature

Permaculture Design Patterns

Interplanting and guilds

Dynamic gardening 

Permaculture Principles advanced review

PERMACULTURE MODULE FIVE : SOIL AND EARTHWORKS

the alchemy of living things
Healthy Soil and Plant Nutrition

Soil Ecology

Insects and Helpful Soil Creatures

Composting

Improving Soil

conserving soils

politics of soil - grow all worlds food on 4% of its land mass (utilizing 60% of available agricultural land)

soil gets sick and heals

biological indicators of soil 

earthworks and design theory

checklist and data on planning and doing earthworks

implications of slope
Composting

Vermiculture

Biodynamic Tea Making

Soil Testing

PERMACULTURE MODULE SIX : TREES AND FOOD FORESTS

the heart of ecosystems

Trees: role and function - weather and climate

design with trees

windbreaks

food forests in parklands

layers in a forest

forest as organism

forest garden as super guild - food, habitat, pest control, self mulching, self feeding, weed control, water retention, soil building, no till 

PERMACULTURE MODULE SEVEN : HELPFUL ANIMALS

integrative farming

Insects and Helpful Animals

Animals in permaculture design

Weed and Pest Management

Poultry Systems and Chicken Tractors

Deep Ecology

PERMACULTURE MODULE EIGHT : WATER AND AQUACULTURE

the medium of life

Swales

Dams 

Purifying water

Septic tanks

Ponds 

Fish

Swales

Water catchment

Relevant water issues on the sunshine coast. 

Water Storage and Sewage

Grey and Black Water

Conserving Water

Aquaculture and Waterworks

Water audit
PERMACULTURE MODULE NINE : CLIMATE

energy cycles in the planetary ecology

Global Climate

Weather Patterns

Rain, Wind and Radiation

Climate and Design

Useful forms

Wind breaks

Landscape effects - aspect, microclimates 

PERMACULTURE MODULE TEN

THE HUMID TROPICS

global journeys

Designing in the Tropics and Dryland

Living in the Tropics

Homes and Gardens in the Tropics

Banana Circle’s

How permaculture principles are applied to Humid Tropics Design

PERMACULTURE MODULE ELEVEN : DRYLANDS

working without much water

Designing in the Dryland

Living in the Dryland

Homes and Gardens in the Tropics

How permaculture principles are applied to Drylands Design

PERMACULTURE MODULE TWELVE : HUMID COOL TO COLD CLIMATES 

deeper into our bioregion

forest gardening guild building

native plant communities

plant id and recognition

Designing in the Cool Climates

Living in the Cool Climates

Homes and Gardens in the Cool Climates

How permaculture principles are applied to Cool Climates Design

PERMACULTURE MODULE THIRTEEN

INTEGRAL GARDENING

synthesis thinking

Super guilds

Plant communities

Integrated design strategies

Stacking in space and time

Identifying Plants

Seed Saving

Reading the Landscape

PERMACULTURE MODULE FOURTEEN : URBAN GARDENING AND SOCIAL PERMACULTURE 

towards a sustainable future culture

Social Permaculture

Permaculture Economics

Urban permaculture

Permaculture and Community

Design for Catastrophe
Legal Systems

The future of Permaculture

PERMACULTURE MODULE FIFTEEN : GRADUATION DAY

the start of a new journey

Final Design Project Presentations

Next Step Permaculture Education

Designing, Consulting and Teaching


